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Data Alliance Partnership Board 

The Data Alliance Partnership Board (DAPB), which holds delegated authority from the 

Secretary of State for Health and Social Care, has approved a change to an existing 

information standard for publication under section 250 of the Health and Social Care Act 

2012. 

Assurance that this information standard meets the requirements of the Act and is 

appropriate for the use specified in the specification document has been provided by the 

Data Governance, Assurance and Testing (DGAT) team and endorsed by the Data 

Assurance Board (DAB).  

This information standard comprises the following documents:  

• Change Specification (this document) 

• Implementation Guidance  

• Requirements Specification  

• Technical Output Specification 

 

An Information Standards Notice (DAPB2026 Amd 58/2025) has been issued as a 

notification of use and implementation timescales. Please read this alongside the documents 

for the standard.  

The controlled copies of these documents can be found on the NHS England website. Any 

copies held outside of that area, in whatever format (e.g. paper, email attachment), are 

considered to have passed out of control and should be checked for currency and validity.  

 

Date of publication: 2 June 2026 

 

 

 

 

This information is licensed under the Open Government Licence v3.0. To view this licence, 

visit http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/ or write to the 

Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, Richmond, Surrey, TW9 4DU.  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/section/250
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/section/250
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/governance/latest-activity/standards-and-collections/scci2026-female-genital-mutilation-enhanced-dataset
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/
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Document management 

Revision History 

Version Date Summary of Changes 

0.1 31/03/2026 Initial draft based on new template for review by SMEs. 

0.2 01/04/2026 Draft for final review. 

1.0 10/04/2026 Final draft for publication. 

   

 

Reviewers 

This document must be reviewed by the following people:  

Reviewer name Title / Responsibility Date Version 

Walt Treloar Lead Analyst 01/04/2026 0.2 

Kate Bedford Senior Analytical Lead 01/04/2026 0.2 

 

Approved by 

This document must be approved by the following people:  

Name Signature Title Date  Version 

Kate Bedford  
Senior Analytical 
Lead 

01/04/2026 0.2 

Nigel Southwell  
Senior Manager, 
DGAT 

09/04/2026 0.2 

 

Glossary of Terms 

A full glossary of terms is available in the Requirements Specification that accompanies this 

Standard. 

  

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/governance/latest-activity/standards-and-collections/scci2026-female-genital-mutilation-enhanced-dataset
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1. Overview or Definition  

The DAPB2026: Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) Enhanced Dataset is a mandatory 

information standard in England that requires healthcare providers to record and report data 

whenever FGM is identified or treated within the NHS. 

It established a central repository for patient-level FGM data, moving from collecting 

aggregate counts to a more "enhanced" dataset that includes detailed, individual-level 

information. This includes information on the type of FGM, the age at which it was performed 

(if known), and the country of origin – see FGM ED Technical Output Specification (version 

1.5) for further details. 

The original standard was developed to support the Department of Health and Social Care’s 

(DHSC) FGM Prevention Programme by presenting a greater understanding of the extent 

and issue of FGM identified by the NHS in England. Although the funding for the FGM 

Prevention Programme stopped in 2018, DHSC still commission the FGM ED. The 

anonymised FGM ED data is used to produce information that helps to: 

• Improve how the NHS supports women and girls who have had or who are at risk of 

FGM. 

• Plan the local NHS services needed both now and in the future. 

• Help other organisations to develop plans to stop FGM happening in local 

communities and improve multi-agency working. 

In 2024 a consultation was carried out on the Female Genital Mutilation Enhanced Dataset 

(FGMED) to ensure it remains fit for purpose and reduces the administrative burden on 

clinicians while maintaining data quality. The results and recommendations are available 

here. The standard followed a phased implementation schedule: 

• June, 2026: The standard was updated and key supporting documents published 

• October 1, 2026: Submission of revised dataset starts for all Acute Trusts, Mental 

Health Trusts and GP practices 

• Ongoing: Data is published in quarterly and annual reports. 

2. Helpdesk/contacts 

Contact Group Responsibility Contact Details 

National Service 

Desk 

Technical issues, CAP login problems, 

and password resets. 

Email: 

ssd.nationalservicedesk@nh

s.net (with subject line: “FGM 

CAP”) 

Phone: 0300 303 5035 

https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/governance/latest-activity/standards-and-collections/scci2026-female-genital-mutilation-enhanced-dataset
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/governance/latest-activity/standards-and-collections/scci2026-female-genital-mutilation-enhanced-dataset
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/information-standards/governance/latest-activity/standards-and-collections/scci2026-female-genital-mutilation-enhanced-dataset
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F461524%2FFGM_Statement_September_2015.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Csam.widdowfield%40nhs.net%7C3dd9a836a0014dc6822108de8f0419d1%7C37c354b285b047f5b22207b48d774ee3%7C0%7C0%7C639105444947786338%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2GMPjLKcJ9ZPaVRIleV5J1%2BXUUyHjv%2Be%2BADsQbSsIUM%3D&reserved=0
https://digital.nhs.uk/data-and-information/clinical-audits-and-registries/female-genital-mutilation-datasets/female-genital-mutilation-fgm-enhanced-dataset-overview-of-2024-consultation/fgm-consultation-response-2024
mailto:ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net
mailto:ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net
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FGM Data Team Queries regarding data definitions and 

reporting frequency. 

Email: 

ssd.nationalservicedesk@nh

s.net (with subject line: “FGM 

Data”) 

Data Collections 

Team 

Guidance on the Data Provision 

Notice (DPN) and legal mandatory 

requirements. 

Email: 

enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk 

(with subject line: “FGM 

Collection”) 

 

3. Statement of all change(s) to the published Requirements Specification 

3.1. Data items to stop collecting 

To streamline the collection, the following nine data items will no longer be collected on the 

CAP front end: 

• Patient Level: Region of country of origin. 

• Attendance Level: Referring organisation code, Pregnancy status indicator, FGM 

family history indicator, Number of daughters under 18, Daughters born at this 

attendance, Country of birth of baby's father, and Country of origin of baby's father. 

• FGM Level: Age range when FGM was undertaken. 

3.2. New data item collection 

A new multiple-choice question will be added to the "Attendances" screen to capture the 

support offered to patients. Responses will be “Required” for Trusts and “Optional” for GPs. 

Question: "If relevant, what advice or information has the patient been offered?"  

Options:  

• FGM clinics 

• Psychological support services 

• Other local support services and charities 

• National support services 

• FGM Health passport 

• Patient leaflets 

• Other relevant information 

mailto:ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net
mailto:ssd.nationalservicedesk@nhs.net
mailto:enquiries@nhsdigital.nhs.uk
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• Not appropriate 

3.3. Changes to field mandates 

The following fields will be changed to "Mandatory" to ensure complete data records: 

• Person Birth Date 

• Referring Organisation Type 

• Treatment Function Area. 

• Advised On Health Implications of FGM (with updated response categories – see 

section 3.4) 

• Advised On Illegalities of FGM (with updated response categories – see section 3.4) 

• FGM Type 4 Qualifier (with updated response categories – see section 3.4) 

• Country Where FGM Was Undertaken 

3.4. Changes to response category options and wording 

The following fields will have changes to response category options and wording: 

Female Genital Mutilation Identification: change to category wording: 

• “Self Report” to “Self Report by patient” 

• “On examination” to “On examination by clinician at attendance” 

• “Other clinician” to “Other clinician e.g. referral from GP” 

• “Other” to “Other (none of the above)” 

Advised On Health Implications of FGM: replace “Unknown” option with “Not appropriate”. 

Advised On Illegalities of FGM: replace “Unknown” option with “Not appropriate”. 

FGM Type 4 Qualifier: add three options to existing list: “Elongation”, “Other” and 

“Unknown”. 

3.5. Improved tooltips 

The following fields will have improved tooltips on the CAP tool to provide additional 

information to support data entry: 

Field New tooltip text 
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Person Birth Date dd/mm/ccyy format 

Date of birth will only be available in the CAP tool and will not flow 

through for analysis. 

Forename Forename will only be available in the CAP tool and will not flow 

through for analysis. 

Surname Surname will only be available in the CAP tool and will not flow 

through for analysis. 

How was the FGM 

identified? 

Self report by patient: the woman or girl said they had FGM at this 

attendance 

On examination by clinician at attendance: a clinical examination at 

this attendance led to the identification of FGM.  

Other clinician (e.g. referral from GP): a referral has been made 

stating that FGM has been identified 

Other (none of the above): use for Other or Unknown 

FGM Type 4 

Qualifier 

If you know it is FGM Type 4 but it is not listed, please record it 

under 'Other'. 

Country where FGM 

was undertaken? 

If this is unknown, please record against 'Unknown' (code XXX) 

 

3.6. Other changes 

• Multiple FGM records within one attendance: CAP will now allow multiple FGM 

details to be recorded under a single attendance, whereas previously only one entry 

was permitted. 

• Move the field "How was the FGM identified?": this field will be moved from the 

"Attendances" screen to the "FGM" screen to better align with the clinical workflow. 

• Database changes: Three new database views will be deployed to the Clinical Audit 

Database to support these changes. 

4. Statement of all change(s) to the published Implementation Guidance 

A new Implementation Guidance document has been published which includes all the 

updates from these changes alongside an updated Technical Output Specification and an 

updated Requirements Specification. 


