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About Public Health England 

Public Health England exists to protect and improve the nation’s health and wellbeing, 

and reduce health inequalities. We do this through world-leading sscience, knowledge  

and intelligence, advocacy, partnerships and the delivery of specialist public health 

services. We are an executive agency of the Department of Health, and are a distinct 

delivery organisation with operational autonomy to advise and support government, 

local authorities and the NHS in a professionally independent manner. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Public Health England 
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London SE1 8UG 

Tel: 020 7654 8000 

www.gov.uk/phe   

Twitter: @PHE_uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PublicHealthEngland  

 

 

© Crown copyright 2017 

You may re-use this information (excluding logos) free of charge in any format or 

medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence v3.0. To view this licence, 

visit OGL or email psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. Where we have identified any third 

party copyright information you will need to obtain permission from the copyright 

holders concerned. 
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Data Coordination Board  
 
This information standard (DCB0134) has been approved for publication by the Department of 
Health under section 250 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012.  
 
Assurance that this information standard meets the requirements of the Act and is appropriate 
for the use specified in the specification document has been provided by the Data Coordination 
Board (DCB), a sub-group of the Digital Delivery Board.  
 
This information standard comprises the following documents:  

• Specification  

• Implementation Guide  

• Change Request.  
 
An Information Standards Notice (DCB0134 Amd 18/2017) has been issued as a notification of 
use and implementation timescales. Please read this alongside the documents for the 
standard.  
 
The controlled versions of these documents can be found on the NHS Digital website. Any 
copies held outside of that area, in whatever format (e.g. paper, email attachment), are 
considered to have passed out of control and should be checked for currency and validity.  

Date of publication: 20 December 2017 

 

 
  
 
 

  

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2012/7/section/250
http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/isce/publication/dcb0134
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Purpose of this document 

The purpose of this document is to set out the implementation guide for the below 

Information Standard as approved by the Data Coordination Board (DCB). 

 

Surveillance of Healthcare Associated Infection (HCAI).  

 

Amendment History: 

Version Date Amendment History 

0.1 14.08.17 First draft for comment 

0.2 19.09.17 Second draft following NHS Digital comment 

0.3 08.11.17 Final version 

1.0 20.12.2017 Publication copy 

 

Approvals: 

Name Organisation Version Date 

Linda Dempster NHS Improvement 0.3 23/11/2017 

Alan Johnson Public Health England 0.3 23/11/2017 

 
 
For more information on this document please contact: 
 
HCAI & AMR Department, Health Protection Agency Colindale 
Email: Hcai.Amrdepartment@phe.gov.uk  
Please state “HCAI Information Standard” in the subject. 
T: 020 8327 6054 
 
 
 
The dataset, associated guidance and implementation plan remain the sole and exclusive 
property of Public Health England (PHE), and may only be reproduced where there is explicit 
reference to the ownership of PHE.  
  

mailto:Hcai.Amrdepartment@phe.gov.uk
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1. Background 

This information standard supports the collection of a subset of information about a 

number of healthcare associated infections.  

 

The original standard established in 2008 has been expanded to include mandatory 

data collections on Klebsiella spp. and Pseudomonas aeruginosa bacteraemia. These 

changes were implemented as follows: 

 

• Reporting at record level of Klebsiella spp.and Pseudomonas aeruginosa 

bacteraemia from 1 April 2017 

 

Following the introduction of reporting for Klebsiella spp.and Pseudomonas aeruginosa 

bacteraemia, PHE began publishing these data in October 2017. 

 

Whilst the amendments to the Information Standard have already been implemented in 

routine ongoing surveillance, this plan is used to describe the procedures and 

processes that were used and continue to be used regarding the implementation of the 

amendment to the original Information Standard.  
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2. Supporting documentation  

 
The following guidance documentation should be used to support the implementation of this 
Information Standard. 
 
Standard specification: This document precisely defines the information standard, ‘what it is' 
and ‘how it should be implemented', who the standard applies to, training provided to support 
the surveillance data sets. It is the formal definition of the standard. 
 
Change request: This document defines the changes that have been introduced to the existing 
Information Standard.  
 
Data Set specification: This is the approved data set for implementation. It fully defines the data 
items that are in scope for submission. This is listed below as HCAI.11.  
 
User guidance: These describe how the information standard should be interpreted by service 
providers, IT system suppliers and other stakeholders. It helps users understand the scope of 
the standard and how it should be implemented locally. These are included within the 
Specification document and are listed below for reference.  
 

Ref # Reference Title 

1 HCAI.1 Mandatory enhanced MRSA, MSSA and Gram-negative 
bacteraemia, and Clostridium difficile infection surveillance v4.1 

2 HCAI.2 Announcement of government intentions to reduce Gram-
negative bacteraemia by 50% by 2020/21 

3 HCAI.3 Gram-negative bacteraemia mandatory surveillance reporting 
aid  

4 HCAI.4 Mandatory Health Care Associated Infection Surveillance: Data 
Quality Statement 

5 HCAI.5 Overview of Roles and Permissions User Manual 

6 HCAI.6 HCAI Data Capture System User Manual 

7 HCAI.7 Data Upload Wizard User Manual 

8 HCAI.8 Surgical Site Infection (SSI) Surveillance Protocol  
(NB This includes Data Collection sheets) 

9 HCAI.9 Operating Procedure Codes (OPCS) Codes  

10 HCAI. 10 SSI Web Link User Manual 

11 HCAI.11 PHE Data dictionary July 2017 for HCAI DCS 

 
  

https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Mandatory_Surveillance_Protocol_v4.1.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Mandatory_Surveillance_Protocol_v4.1.pdf
https://improvement.nhs.uk/news-alerts/provider-bulletin-28-june/#gramnegative
https://improvement.nhs.uk/news-alerts/provider-bulletin-28-june/#gramnegative
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Gram_Negative_2017_Submission_Form.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Gram_Negative_2017_Submission_Form.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/514147/Mandatory_HCAI_surveillance_data_quality_statement.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/514147/Mandatory_HCAI_surveillance_data_quality_statement.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Supporting_Documents_Roles_and_Permissions_UserGuide_V2.0.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Case_Capture_UserGuide_V3.0.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Data_Upload_Wizard_UserGuide_v2.0.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364412/Protocol_for_surveillance_of_surgical_site_infection_June_2013.pdf
http://content.digital.nhs.uk/media/25801/0134182017-OPCS-Supporting-codes/pdf/0134182017-OPCS-Supporting-codes.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/364415/Surgical_site_infection_surveillance_web_link_user_manual.pdf
http://www.content.digital.nhs.uk/isce/publication/dcb0134
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3. Implementation 

Implementation of the existing and amended standard has already occurred. Implementation 
was dictated by the surveillance requirements, IT systems and processes detailed within the 
Specification, Change request and user guidance documents. Any future changes will be 
supported by the issuing of new user guidance and a DCB change request.  
 
Further information on the processes necessary to implement the guidance can be found in the 
relevant surveillance protocols: 
 
1. Mandatory enhanced MRSA, MSSA and Gram-negative bacteraemia and Clostridium 

difficile infection surveillance. 

2. Surgical Site Infection Surveillance. 

Details for how users have been or will be notified of standard changes are detailed within the 
Communication Products included within the Change Request document.  
 

4. Post Implementation 

Both the SSI Team and the Mandatory Surveillance team within the HCAI & AMR Department 
provide ongoing support to all users throughout the year via provision of a helpdesk. The 
Mandatory Surveillance team can be reached via email at mandatory.surveillance@phe.gov.uk 

https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Mandatory_Surveillance_Protocol_v4.1.pdf
https://hcaidcs.phe.org.uk/ContentManagement/LinksAndAnnouncements/HCAIDCS_Mandatory_Surveillance_Protocol_v4.1.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/633775/surgical_site_infections_protocol_version_6.pdf
mailto:mandatory.surveillance@phe.gov.uk

